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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, due to 
lack of written description. A single means claim, i.e., where a means 
recitation does not appear in combination with another recited element of 
means, is subject to an undue breadth rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph. In re Hyatt, 708 F.2d 712, 714-715, 218 USPQ 195, 197 (Fed. Cir. 
1983) (A single means claim which covered every conceivable means for 
achieving the stated purpose was held nonenabling for the scope of the claim 
because the specification disclosed at most only those means known to the 
inventor.). When claims depend on a recited property, a fact situation 
comparable to Hyatt is possible, where the claim covers every conceivable 
structure (means) for achieving the stated property (result) while the 
specification discloses at most only those known to the inventor. See MPEP 
2164.08 (a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 7, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shirakawa (JP 2002-175224). 

All references are to the translation provided by Applicant on 12/20/207. 

With respect to claim 1 , Shirakawa teaches that path disconnection means for 
connecting/disconnecting (switch part 21, see fig. 1) a path between said external 
network and said home network (a line switch part 21 , fig. 1 is provided between a 
LAN1 as the internal network in limited meaning, and a WAN3 as the external network, 
abstract); and local environment management means for making said path 
disconnection means operate to isolate said home network from said external network 
based on a request generated by said device on said home network (control part 21 that 
makes a request for connecting and disconnecting is part of the device) at timing 
ensuring communication between devices on said home network (The switch part 21 , 
fig. 1 is switched between a connected condition and disconnected condition by control 
of a part 22, fig 1 . and an access from the WAN3 to the computer 1 1 in the LAN1 , 
abstract). 

Claim 7 differs from claim 1 only in that claim 1 is a system claim whereas, claim 
7 is a method claim. Thus, claim 7 is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
claim 1 above. 
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With respect to claim 13, Shirakawa teaches local environment management 
means for requesting disconnection to isolate said home network from said external 
network at timing ensuring communication between said devices on said home network 
(when a control means makes a switching means a substantial cutting condition access 
to an internal network from an external network serves as impossible, par. [0010]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shirakawa (JP 2002-175224) in view of Hoshino (JP 2002-007233). 

With respect to claim 2, Shirakawa teaches doesn't teach the home server. 
However, Hoshino teaches that one of said devices is a home server for legitimately 
acquiring contents from said external network via said router, whereas the other of said 
devices is a client for making a request for said contents to said home server for use; 
wherein while said home network is being isolated from said external network by said 
local environment management means, said home server provides said contents and/or 
issues a license for said contents to said client (a control terminal 3 receives the 
demand from an external network, and has the function transmitted to an internal 
network. Moreover, the data of an internal network are received and it has the function 
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transmitted to an external network. In this drawing, the seesaw switching box (SSWB) 5 
is in the condition of having connected the buffer 34 with the buffer 33, in order to tell 
the demand signal from the external network 2 to the internal network 1 , par. [0020]. It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Shirakawa with the control terminal and the switch 
server of Hoshino to isolate internal network by disconnecting it from an external 
network. 

With respect to claim 3, Hoshino teaches that two or more home servers are able 
to be installed on said home network; wherein said local environment means 
temporarily disconnects said path between said home network and said external 
network when providing said contents and/or issuing a license for said contents to said 
client for each of home server (connection is changed at every inquiry of individual 
humanity news at the time of the application of wanting to see a certain specific 
individual's information among the individual humanity news accumulated in the internal 
network. Information can be kept by passing only necessary minimum information to an 
external network side, par. [0044]). 

With respect to claim 4, Hoshino teaches that said client is able to receive 
provision of said contents and/or issuance of said license for said contents (in the switch 
server 31 , a central processing unit (CPU) judges proper and the purpose of a demand 
which were inputted above using a filter program, and if inaccurate, the demand will be 
canceled, par. [0056]). 
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With respect to claim 5, Hoshino teaches that said client is able to use contents 
acquired from a plurality of home servers on said same home network, and, upon 
connection to a home server on an other home network, said client is not able to use 
contents acquired from said home servers on said home networks other than said other 
home network (When a demand is proper, the control signal for changing connection of 
the switch of the seesaw switching box (SSWB) 35 from SW2 to SW1 is sent to the 
switch tube system section 32, par. [0057]). 

With respect to claim 6, Shirakawa teaches that after completion of local 
communication on said home network, or after elapse of a predetermined time from a 
start of local communication, said local environment management means reestablishes 
said path between said home network and said external network (a change in the 
connection condition of the circuit switch section 21 and cutting condition by the control 
section 22 can also be carried out by the time amount which a timer clocks, par. [0030]). 

Claims 8-12 differ from claims 1-6 only in that claims 2-6 are a system claim 
whereas, claims 8-12 are a method claim. Thus, claim 8-12 are analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 2-6 above. 

With respect to claim 14, Shirakawa teaches that said communication apparatus 
operates on a home network as a home server for providing contents; wherein said 
local environment management means requests disconnection to isolate said home 
network from said external network when providing said contents and/or issuing a 
license for said contents to said client (said control means shall supervise generating of 
the predetermined event in said internal network, and shall change whether said 



Application/Control Number: 10/520,974 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2132 

switching means is made into a substantial connection condition according to 
generating of this predetermined event, or it considers as a substantial cutting condition 
again, par. [0016]). 

With respect to claim 15, said local environment management means requests 
reestablishment connection between said home network and said external network after 
completion of local communication with said client (said control means -further-- a time 
check- when the time amount clocked by means turns into predetermined time amount, 
it shall change whether said switching means is made into a substantial connection 
condition, or it considers as substantial cutting condition, par. [0017]). 

With respect to claim 16, Shirakawa teaches that path disconnection means for 
connecting/disconnecting a path between said external network and said home network 
(the switch part 21 is switched between a connected condition and a disconnected 
condition, abstract); and control means for isolating said home network from said 
external network by making said path disconnection means operate by making said 
path disconnection means operate based on a request generated by said device on 
said home network (control part 21 that makes a request for connecting and 
disconnecting is part of the device) at timing ensuring communication between devices 
on said home network (control of a control part 22, and an access from the WAN3 to the 
computer 1 1 in the LAN1 gets impossible in the disconnected condition, abstract). It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Shirakawa with the control terminal and the switch 
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server of Hoshino to isolate internal network by disconnecting it from an external 
network. 

With respect to claim 17, Shirakawa teaches that said control means isolates 
said home network from said external network in response to a disconnection request 
from said home server providing contents on said home network (control of a control 
part 22, and an access from the WAN 3 to the computer 1 1 in the LAN1 gets impossible 
in the disconnected condition, abstract). 

With respect to claim 18, Shirakawa teaches that said control means 
reestablishes said connection between said home network being disconnected and said 
external network in response to a reestablishment request from said home server 
providing contents on said home network (it is characterized by having the control 
means which changes whether said switching means is made into a substantial 
connection condition, or it considers as a substantial cutting condition, par. [0014)]. 

With respect to claim 19, Shirakawa teaches that said control means 
reestablishes said connection between said home network and said external network at 
predetermined timing after isolating said home network from said external network in 
response to a disconnecting request from said home server providing contents on said 
home network (a change in the connection condition of the circuit switch section 21 and 
cutting condition by the control section 22 can also be carried out by the time amount 
which a timer clocks, par. [0030]). 

With respect to claim 20, Shirakawa teaches that means for communicating with 
said external network during said home network and said external network are being 
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disconnected; and means for confirming disconnection of said path between said home 
network and said external network by accessing to a predetermined server on said 
external network during a period when said home network and said external network 
are being disconnected (said control means shall supervise generating of the 
predetermined event in said internal network, and shall change whether said switching 
means is made into a substantial connection condition according to generating of this 
predetermined event, or it considers as a substantial cutting condition again, par. 
[0016]). 

With respect to claim 21 , Shirakawa teaches that a step of acquiring timing for 
ensuring communication between devices on said home network; and a step of 
temporarily disconnecting a path between said external network and said home network 
so as to isolate said home network from said external network based on a request 
generated by said device on said home network (control part 21 that makes a request 
for connecting and disconnecting is part of the device) at said acquiring timing (said 
control means turns into predetermined time amount, it shall change whether said 
switching means is made into a substantial connection condition, or it considers as a 
substantial cutting condition, par. [0017]). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Shirakawa with 
the control terminal and the switch server of Hoshino to isolate internal network by 
disconnecting it from an external network. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHAHROUZ YOUSEFI whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3558. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IS. Y./ 

Shahrouz Yousefi 

Examiner 

03/10/2008 



/Gilberto Barron Jr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2132 



